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In Lebanon, for the past 100 years, men have been
emigrating to work abroad while their families often
remain in the country. Whenever they can, they visit
for a short while. Yet, they are never really here,
never fully there. And the status of their relationship
remains on hold...



ah
-

CINEMATOGRAPHY
Mark Khallfe

L |.‘. L "'Ih -.| I:I!"rl
s ‘H‘*"!':-h "La"‘h-'l-'t_'d'ﬁ

l“L oo ,..'\-.'_.
|—'n! o f= i
.L L-‘”# 115{" %’;}:‘}ﬁ
5y -.r.w-rﬂ,r F o
; ..".,‘.’-}*r RS P Iy ; "lt‘.w-:-'ﬂn’-?:‘i H'J-'Ltﬁm“i .

s e T R S s st oS4l t--Jvm.#g:ua?:-mf xmm&?-‘m




SYNOPSIS

On a rainy evenit
mountains and unlock
her husband who has be
expecting to find her there.

Reunited in the sam
status of their live
to be saved?

Dead Dog is a measured dissec marriags
simultaneously breathing and decc i






SARAH FRANCIS
WRITER/DIRECTO

Lebanese filmmaker Sarah FRA

landscapes and visual tableaus th

Oftentimes, the inner territory and the geograph
transitions, and the difference between the two.

Sarah’s first feature film ‘Birds of September / Touy
competition of CPH:DOX. It then screened at numerot
Real’ Lincoln Center, Stedelijk Museum, DMZ Docs (Sout
awards.

Her second feature ‘As Above so below/ Kama Fissamaa’ k at
Berlin International Film Festival before touring worldwide.

Her third feature film ‘Dead Dog/ Kalb Saken’ (2025), will have its Vorld Prer
International Film Festival.
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pressure to carry success stories be

We filmed in a mountain village 30 kllometers from Belrut “surrounded by pi
landscape. During winter, these towns suddenly fall silent as most re
expatriates depart in September after a lively joyful summer spent reconne

. : I - 1
'm generally drawn to the themes of "transitions", 'temporary spaces' and the "meantime". .
Walid’s inherited and semi-abandoned family house. In that sense, it is rooted in the ‘here and now'. Yet | also wanted tt
moment to echo other moments in space and time, and to have all these points connect in the viewer’s mind, like a constellation

In previous films, these other spaces were suggested through soundscapes which evoked geographies, and in this film, they are
brought by interludes describing ‘found objects'.
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whether they can still change their liv
wanted the film to carry the feel'oﬁa tale C
dogs.

As for the process, | usually love creating 'with others' instead of

| try to treat each stage - writing, production and post-productic

elements that are available in the present moment.. | am very grateful to the producer Le

Chirine Karameh and Nida Wakim for trusting the process and playing along, and to Zeina Bou Hosn (editor), for her

pI'ECIOUS |nput.

Sarah Francis







CAST

Chirine Karameh’'s journey e
performances directed by re
Assaf in "Waiting for Godot",
alongside Antoine Kerbaj, Siha
directed "Children without He
which successfully representec
Young Artists from Europe anc

eater actress,
| names such
e Hachem i .'
ser “Jazz" and ¢
and "Hello | |
non at the B
diterranean |

d relocation
ued to devel

"Absolutel
c in Psych
e diverse life
ith unique

In the past 20 years, Chirine e
Americas, Europe, and Asia. She
like "Cycle" (Belgium, Spai
(England), alongside earning &
Roehampton University, London
have infused her acting appro
empathy. '

“Dead Dog” propels Chirine @?l 0 the screen, lat

captivating journey into Cinema.

CHIRINE KARAMEH
Aida
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riter, who
but rema

Nida Wakim is a Letﬁ*
spent years in both, Switzerla

connected to Leba \

Over the years, he h Iay
hybrid works, across va ous genres
playful approach, he has embraced
storytelling styles and has joined

adventures. \

nd short fil
IS curious
mediums
inematogra

it in cinema and*™ =
e films suchjas;

“Zaman Dark” w

Today, he has first major roles to hlsa[r

theater. He plays the leading role %
“Zenar Nar”, “Kamaloca”, “Dead Dog", an

will be released in theaters in France in Aprl 2024,
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PRODUCERS

LARA ABOU SAIFAN - PLACELESS FILMS (Lebanon)

Lara has been producing films in Lebanon and around the world for more than twenty years. Films she produced have
premiered at major festivals like Venice, Locarno and Berlin, and garnered support from major entities like the Doha Film
Institute, AFAC, Red Sea, CNC and OIF.

SARAH FRANCIS - INDEPENDENT PRODUCER (Lebanon)

Sarah produced her 2 previous feature films: Birds of September (2013) and “As Above, So Below” (2020) which respectively
premiered at CPH:DOX and at the Berlinale, then screened in various festivals around in the word and won awards. As a
producer on Dead Dog, she is partnering with Placeless Films (Lebanon) and Dewberries Films (France).

CO-PRODUCER

MARINE VAILLANT - DEWBERRIES FILMS (France)
5 Marine produces fiction and documentary films by young Middle Eastern authors and directors. Her experience includes
-

working with Les Films des Tournelles and Special Touch Studios in France. Films she produced have received support from
DFI, CNC and other major financiers and premiered at the Berlinale, El Gouna Film Festival & Malmd Arab Film Festival,
- among others.

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS caroL MEZHER - NIAM ITANI



COMPANY PROFILE

Placeless Films is a film production and consulting company based in Beirut led by female
filmmakers Lara Abou Saifan and Niam Itani. The company is committed to producing and
supporting short & feature films that bring social and/or human issues to the fore.

Placeless Films credits include;

e Sarah Francis' fiction feature “Dead Dog"” (IFFR, 2025)

e Mathijs Poppe’s hybrid feature debut, “The Jacket” (IDFA, 2024)

e Seyfettin Tokmak’s fiction feature debut, “The Empire of the Rabbits” (Tallin POFF, 2024)
e Anna Fahr's, “Valley of Exile” (Jury Award for Best Feature Drama at Cinequest, 2023)
e Feyrouz Serhal's award winning fiction short, "Tshweesh" (Locarno, 2017)

e Niam Itani's feature documentary, “Twice Upon a Time” (Edinburgh IFF, 2016)

The company is also developing the first Lebanese animated series for children, "Rawi".

e/
olaceless films



COMPANY PROFILE

Founded by CEO and producer Marine Vaillant, Dewberries Films is a French production
company specializing in the production of fiction and documentary films by Middle Eastern
writers and directors.

Dewberries Films produces shorts and feature films marked by a strong mix of cultures, fruits of
the encounter between East and West, like the career of its founder.

Dewberries Films' first release, “Roadblock”, a short movie directed by Dahlia Nemlich and
written by Pascale Seigneurie, won the silver FIFOG and the Khayrallah prize in USA in 2022.

In 2023, “Les Chenilles”, directed by Michelle and Noel Keserwany won the Golden Bear award
for Best Short at the Berlinale, and “Somewhere in Between” by Dahlia Nemlich won the Golden
Yusr at the Red Sea International Film Festival.

DeEWBERRIES FiLMs
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MAD World Boards Sales On Lebanese Couple
Drama ‘Dead Dog’ Ahead Of Rotterdam Premiere
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‘Dead Dog’ Tells a Small, Intimate Tale Dissecting an
Estranged Marriage in Lebanon

Beirut-based writer-director Sarah Francis explores the ordinary and "the small battles” in her new film, which
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Saudi-backed film to screen at
International Film Festival
Rotterdam
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Red Sea Film-backed ‘Dead Dog'’ to
premiere at IFFR 2025

Cinebtart calls far praject
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edition
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https://deadline.com/2025/01/mad-world-sales-lebanese-couple-drama-dead-dog-rotterdam-1236272684/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/dead-dog-film-estranged-marriage-lebanon-iffr-2025-1236118990/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2586022/lifestyle
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/entertainment_media/%D9%83%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%83%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8054-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.mc-doualiya.com/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AC/%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%87-%D8%B4%D9%88/20250209-%D9%83%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%83%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9?utm_slink=mc-d.co%2F25ph
https://www.broadcastprome.com/news/red-sea-film-backed-dead-dog-to-premiere-at-iffr-2025/
https://deadline.com/2025/01/mad-world-sales-lebanese-couple-drama-dead-dog-rotterdam-1236272684/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/dead-dog-film-estranged-marriage-lebanon-iffr-2025-1236118990/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2586022/lifestyle
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/entertainment_media/%D9%83%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%83%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8054-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.mc-doualiya.com/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AC/%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%87-%D8%B4%D9%88/20250209-%D9%83%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%83%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9?utm_slink=mc-d.co%2F25ph
https://www.broadcastprome.com/news/red-sea-film-backed-dead-dog-to-premiere-at-iffr-2025/

CONTACT

SARAH FRANCIS FESTIVALS AND MARKETING REQUESTS
FRANCISARAH@GMAIL.COM DISTRIBUTION@MAD-SOLUTIONS.COM

+9613797545

LARA ABOU SAIFAN SALES REQUESTS
LSAIFAN@GMAIL.COM INFO@MADWORLD.FILM
+961 3 968439

MARINE VAILLANT
M.MARINEVAILLANT@GMAIL.COM
+33 6 82 94 21 04
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